City of Mont Belvieu
Public GIS User Guide

INTRODUCTION
The City of Mont Belvieu has created this User Guide to assist the citizens of Mont Belvieu in using the
Public GIS Website. This GIS website has been developed to provide useful information to the general
public about the City’s infrastructure.
Every reasonable effort has been made to assure the accuracy of the data presented. The City of Mont
Belvieu makes no warranties, express or implied, regarding the completeness, reliability or suitability of
the site data and assumes no liability associated with the use or misuse of said data. The City of Mont
Belvieu retains the right to make changes and update data on this site at any time, without notification.
The parcel data on the base maps is used to locate, identify and inventory parcels of land within the City
of Mont Belvieu Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) for informational purposes only and is not to be used
or interpreted as a legal survey or legal documents. The City of Mont Belvieu has no jurisdictional
oversite of the parcel data and any questions regarding parcel data should be directed to the
appropriate Appraisal District.
Additional data layers not originating from the City of Mont Belvieu are also presented for informational
purposes only. Users are cautioned to consider carefully the provisional nature of the maps and data
before using it for decisions that concern personal or public safety or the conduct of business that
involves monetary or operational consequences. Conclusions drawn from, or actions undertaken, on the
basis of such maps and data, are the sole responsibility of the user.

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS
The Public GIS Website can be accessed from any web enabled device, including smart phones and
tablets. While the site will work with any browser, best results will be had by using the Mozilla Firefox
browser.

PUBLIC GIS WEBSITE LAYOUT
The layout of the Public GIS Website contains several tools to aid in retrieving information. There are six
(6) sets of tools for users to choose from.

Tool #1: The Location tool at the top of the page, allows users to enter in a Latitude and Longitude or an
Address and zoom to the location. The Address data comes from ESRI’s address data and may not be
accurate. A better way to search for addresses can be found in Tool #6, explained later in this document.
Tool #2: The Navigation tools allow users to users to zoom in and out on the page, as well as zoom back
to the default extent. There is also a tool for locating your current location.
Zoom In Tool – When the Zoom In tool is clicked, the map will be zoomed in to a predefined
scale.
Zoom Out Tool – When the Zoom Out tool is clicked, the map will be zoomed in to a
predefined scale.
Zoom to Default Extent Tool – When the Zoom to Default Extent tool is clicked, the user will
be taken back to the original extent of the map.
My Location Tool – When the My Location Tool is clicked, the user will be taken to their
location on the map. NOTE: This tool is designed for use with mobile devices with GPS
capabilities. If the user is selects this tool from a desktop environment, the location will show
at the location of the internet router.
Additionally, users can zoom in and out by using the scroll wheel on their mouse. Users can also pan
around the map by clicking and holding the left mouse button and dragging the map to the desired
location.

Tool #3: The Latitude/Longitude tool shows the latitude and longitude at the cursors position. It also
allows users to click a location on the map and obtain a latitude and longitude.
The coordinates will change as the mouse is moved around the map.
The user can click the “cross hairs” on the left of the tool and click
any location on the map to obtain a latitude and longitude.

Tool #4: The Main Tool bar located on the bottom of the page is used to turn on and off layers, view the
Legend, change the background basemap, and print.
The Legend Tool will display a legend showing the symbology of features located in the
current extent of the map.
The Legend Dialog box will appear and users can easily identify the
layers by their symbology.

The Layer List Tool will display a list of layers in the map. The user can turn on and off layers
as needed in the map.

The Layer List Dialog Box allows users to turn on and off layers by clicking
the box on the left of the Layer name. They layers are categorized by
feature classes and the contain layers associated with these classes. The list
can be expanded by clicking the arrow on the left to display all of the
features.

The Basemap Gallery Tool allows the user to change the background basemap. By default,
aerial imagery is the basemap when the website is launched. Users can choose from the list
which includes Imagery with Labels, Street Maps, and Topographic Maps.
The Basemap Gallery Dialog box allows users to select the type of
background used in the map. The user simply clicks the desired
basemap to select.

The Print Tool allows users to print the map at its current extent. Users can add a map title,
select the page size, and the print format.

The Print Dialog box allows users to add a Map Title, select the Layout,
and format. Advanced Options are available that allow users to
preserve either the map scale or map extent, change the map size, and
change the DPI (Dots per inch).

Tool #5: The Attribute tool allows users to see tabular data for different features.
When the Attribute tool is selected, attributes will be displayed at the bottom of the page.
Users can view attributes for the features shown within the current extent. Users can select a
record from the list and use the Zoom To tool to zoom to the selected feature.

Tool #6: The Measure and Query tools allow users to measure distance and area on the map and run an
address query using address points.
The Measure tool allows users to measure distance, area, and get coordinates.

There are 3 options for measuring on the map: Area,
Distance, and Location. By selecting Area, users can measure
an area by drawing a polygon. By selecting Distance, users
can measure distance between multiple points. By selecting
Location, users can obtain latitude and longitude by clicking a
point on the map. Users can change the unit of measure for
each measure tool.

Example: If a user wants to get an estimated
square footage of a building, they would simpley
select the Measure Area tool and set the unit of
measure to Sq Feet US. The user then clicks on
each corner of the building, double clicking the
last point. The square footage will be displayed in
the Measurement Dialog box.

The Query Tool allows users to select an address with in the City of Mont Belvieu and zoom
to that address.

When the Query Tool is selected, the Query Dialog box will appear.
The user can simply start typing in an address and once the address
appears, they can click to select the address. The user then clicks the
Apply button at the bottom of the dialog box and the map will zoom
to the address and display the attributes.

FEATURE LAYERS
The City of Mont Belvieu’s Pubic GIS Website contains a
variety of data for users to view. Users can Identify
features in the map, by simply clicking the feature. If
multiple features are stack on top of each other, the
Identify tool will return attributes for all of the features.
You can scroll throught the feature attributes by using
the arrows in the top left of the box.

The following is a list and description of all feature datasets contained in the Public GIS Website.
➢ Addresses
o Site Address Points – These address points were provided by Chambers County. The
addresses points cover the City of Mont Belvieu’s City Limits, the Extraterritorial
Jurisdiction (ETJ), and EMS & Fire Districts.
➢ Administrative Boundaries
o Geopolitical Areas – Polygons representing the boundaries for Chambers County, City of
Mont Belvieu City Limits, and the Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ).
➢ Survey Reference
o Benchmarks – Points representing benchmarks established by the City of Mont Belvieu
in 2015. By identifying the Benchmark (click feature), users can see information about
the benchmark and access a PDF of the benchmark datasheet. (NOTE: Users that are
using Google Chrome as their browser can not view the PDF due to limitation in Chrome.
They can, however, right click on the attachment link and download the PDF to their
computer and view through Adobe Acrobat.)
o Texas Land Survey – Polygons representing the original Texas Land Survey boundaries.
This is an interpretation, by the Railroad Commission of Texas (RRC), of the Original
Texas Land Surveys boundaries and bay tracts. The dataset was derived by the RRC,
from General Land Office (GLO) Abstracts of Original Land Titles, maps of State-Owned
Submerged Lands of the Texas coast (bay tracts), and county maps compiled and drawn
by GLO draftsmen, showing the boundaries of the original Texas land grants.
This dataset is a digital interpretation by the RRC of the geographic placement of the
original land grants and bay area tracts and is not a legal survey product.

➢ Transportation – The following data sets are not yet final and do not contain all features. The
City of Mont Belvieu is currently working to capture the remaining data.
o Signals – Point feature representing signal lights.
o Signs – Point feature representing street signs.
o Poles – Point feature representing utility poles. These include electrical transmission and
distribution poles, signal poles, etc.
o Street Intersections – Points representing the intersection of two streets.
o Proposed Thoroughfares – Linear feature representing the boundaries of proposed
roads or highways.
o Sidewalks – Linear feature representing public sidewalks.
o Public Streets – Linear feature representing the centerline of streets in the area.
➢ Community Facilities – Points representing the features listed below.
o Medical Facilities
o Museums
o Houses of Worship
o Community Centers
o Parks and Recreation Areas
o Animal Shelter
o Libraries
o Post Offices
o Police Stations
o Fire Stations
o Golf Courses
o Schools
➢ Land Use & Planning
o Zoning Districts – Polygon feature representing the zoning districts of the City of Mont
Belvieu.
o FEMA Flood Zones – Polygon feature representing the flood zone areas as determined
by FEMA.
➢ Sanitary Sewer – Feature datasets representing the City’s Sanitary Sewer System.
o Sanitary Sewer Bends (Point)
o Sewer Clean Outs (Point)
o Sewer Control Valves (Point)
o Sewer Fittings (Point)
o Sanitary Sewer Manholes (Point)
o Sewer Network Structures (Point)
o Sanitary Sewer Pumps (Point)
o Sewer Casings (Line)
o Sewer Gravity Mains (Line)
o Sewer Lateral Lines (Line)
o Sewer Pressurized Mains (Line)
➢ Drainage – Feature datasets representing the City’s Drainage System.
o Storm Discharge Points (Point)
o Storm Control Valves (Point)
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o Storm System Valves (Point)
o Storm Manholes (Point)
o Stormwater Gravity Mains (Line)
o Storm Culverts (Line)
Water Distribution – Feature datasets representing the City’s Water Distribution System.
o Water Control Valves (Point)
o Water Hydrants (Fire Hydrants) (Point)
o Water System Valves (Point)
o Water Lateral Lines (Line)
o Water Mains (Line)
Public Safety Boundaries – Polygon features representing the boundaries for the following:
o CMB Police District
o CMB Fire District
o CMB EMS District
Parcel Information
o Encumbrances – Polygon feature showing encumbrances such as Non-Annexation
Agreements.
o Subdivisions – Polygons representing subdivision boundaries.
o Tax Parcels – Boundaries representing parcel boundaries. This data is provided by the
Chambers and Liberty County Appraisal Districts. For more information regarding the
parcels, users can identify the parcel and select More info from the attribute table.
Proposed Fiber Optic System – These features represent the fiber optic system currently under
construction.
o Termination (Point)
o Terminal (Point)
o Structure (Point)
o Splitter (Point)
o Splice Closure (Point)
o Pole (Point)
o Conduit Network Junction (Point)
o Telecom Network Junction (Point)
o Fiber Cable (Line)
o Conduit (Line)

